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Abt. XI. — ckitical notices. 

1. — The Reminiscences of Geqffry Hamlyn. By Henry Kingsley. 
Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1859. pp. 525. 

We have here a fresh, strong, living book, full of motion and activity 
of all sorts. It produces on the mind an impression like that which the 
Australia it describes makes upon the imagination, and overflows with 
hopeful energy, like that which brings encouragement to the unsuccess- 
ful worker in the crowded places of the Old World, when he thinks of 
a new country, to which he may carry his willing hands and his ambi- 
tious hopes. Rough at times in language and in outline, the book is 
all the more picturesque on that account ; while the roughness some- 
times rises into grandeur, and the picturesqueness into eloquence. The 
interest of the story is spread over a group of characters, who unite 
and disperse at intervals, and who obtain a nearly equal portion of the 
author's attention. The loss of intensity consequent on this arrange- 
ment is compensated by the naturalness with which the narrative flows 
on, and the vitality of the characters themselves. Some of them are 
not quite the persons we would wish to meet in our daily walk ; but 
they seem in harmony with their surroundings. The descriptions 
of Australian life are quite fascinating, environed as they are with 
blossoming flowers and tropical fruits, and warming our cold Northern 
blood with tales of a temperature at one hundred degrees in January. 
How can the Australian critic read the English poets without entire 
dislocation of his almanac ? 



2. — Adam Bede. By George Eliot. New York: Harper and 
Brothers. 1859. pp. 496. 

The romance of common life has of late years found so many expo- 
nents, that it now maintains a fair balance against the attractions of 
high life and aristocratic emotions. The novelist's field has been much 
freshened and widened by this accession of territory, and new opportu- 
nity for the exercise of his or her talent is afforded by the greater range 
of character and incident. Of this style of novel " Adam Bede " is one 
of the best. Thoroughly simple and natural, its truthfulness is full of 
strength, and its simplicity is that of reality. There is a quiet atmos- 
phere permeating the whole book, as the warm June sunshine fills the 
air. The rural scenes, the honest daily work, the home-talk of shrewd 
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and hearty men and women, — all are managed with skill, and show 
the writer's own thorough appreciation of a quiet, country life. The 
stalwart frame of Adam comes out in strong and bold relief from time 
to time, and we own him to be a hero by right of suffering worthily 
borne, and labor uncomplainingly performed. The sweet face and 
eloquent words of Dinah win positive admiration, and the sententious 
wisdom of worthy Mrs. Poyser is set forth in proverbs worthy of San- 
cho Panza. For pretty Hester we feel less sympathy than if she had 
shown some slight inclination to struggle with her fate, and agree with 
the author in consigning her to quiet rest after her brief smiles and 
tears have passed. 



3. — Life of Jonathan Trumbull, Sen., Governor of Connecticut. By 
I. W. Stuart. Boston : Crocker and Brewster. 1859. 8vo. pp. 
700. 

Biographers are very slow to learn that the value of their labors 
is not in direct proportion to the prolixity of their memoirs. The lives 
of few men require more than a single volume of moderate size for 
their full and satisfactory elucidation. Yet such is the fondness of 
writers for reproducing the most trivial details, that it is now difficult 
to find a biography which does not fill six or eight hundred octavo 
pages ; and if, unfortunately, the subject of it has left a mass of man- 
uscripts, we are regaled with a voluminous collection of his Corre- 
spondence and other Unpublished Papers, extending, in many cases, 
to the most insignificant notes and memoranda. Thus, the recent Life 
of Jefferson by Dr. Randall covers more than two thousand pages ; 
the Life and Correspondence of the poet Moore filled eight volumes ; 
and the Life and Correspondence of Robert Southey, published by his 
son, required six volumes, to which must be added four volumes of Let- 
ters, since issued. The evil is equally alarming on the Continent, and 
recent French historians and biographers have rivalled the plethora of 
German writers. Scarcely anything is taken for granted ; and long 
dissertations are introduced, which, however appropriate in a general 
history, are obtrusive in a Life of any individual, unless, indeed, he 
stood at the head of a nation, and must therefore be regarded as a 
representative man. 

Mr. Stuart's Life of Governor Trumbull is open to this criticism. It 
is too elaborate for the subject ; and if the lives of all the heroes of our 
Revolution were written on the same scale, the number of persons 
acquainted with only a single book would be fearfully increased. It is 
true that Governor Trumbull was one of the ablest and most virtuous 



